
1920’s Slang  
 The young people in the 1920’s had their own slang words and sayings just like 
you do today.  Below are some slang phrases from the 1920’s, can you match the 
phrases to the meaning. Draw a line between the phrase and the meaning you think 
goes with it. 
 
 
 

1. You slay me.       Going to town clothes. 

2. Glad Rags                 Doing something in high style. 

3. Flapper        None of your business. 

4. Don’t take any wooden nickels.       You’re so annoying! 

5. None of your beeswax.       An outsider. 

6. It’s the berries!                 The genuine artifact. 

7. Putting on the Ritz.     A stylish girl with a short dress. 

8. You’re such a pill!       A flapper’s dad. 

9. Real McCoy       Don’t do anything stupid. 

10. Palooka                Cool. 

11. Carry a torch.        That’s Funny.        

12. The Cat’s Meow.        It’s the best! 

13. Dapper                                 To have a crush on. 

  



Answer Key 

1. You slay me.       Going to town clothes. 

2. Glad Rags                 Doing something in high style. 

3. Flapper        None of your business. 

4. Don’t take any wooden nickels.       You’re so annoying! 

5. None of your beeswax.       An outsider. 

6. It’s the berries!                 The genuine artifact. 

7. Putting on the Ritz.     A stylish girl with a short dress. 

8. You’re such a pill!       A flapper’s dad. 

9. Real McCoy       Don’t do anything stupid. 

10. Palooka                Cool. 

11. Carry a torch.        That’s Funny.        

12. The Cat’s Meow.        It’s the best! 

13. Dapper                                 To have a crush on 

 


